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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 

basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 
the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McClelland, III et al in view of Coburn. With regard to 
claim 1, McClelland, III et al show a watt-hour meter sealed within a glass 
and metal casing (a sealed unit body) of the kind attached to millions of 
homes wherein sensor conversion and transmission circuitry 26, 31 are 
enclosed by the body and a display 25 is enclosed by the body. 
McClelland, III et al does not show the sensor to be external. Coburn 
shows an electric meter system having an external current sensor. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have adapted the external current sensor concept of Coburn to 
the apparatus of McClelland, III et al because one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have realized that so doing would enable easier measurement of any 
of plural current signals from plural sources. With regard to claim 2, the 
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standard watt-hour meter has blade contacts on the backside thereof which 
mate with blade terminal receiving elements which are in a meter socket 
attached to a house. The blade terminal receiving elements apply pressure 
to the blade terminals. With regard to claims 3-7 and 10, a house watt-hour 
meter can be quickly connected and disconnected from the meter socket 
and use industry standard parts. With regard to claims 8 and 9, the meter 
of McClelland, III et al can be read from the front or from around the glass 
enclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to 
Ernest F. Karlsen at telephone number 571-272-1961. 
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